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This paper discussesthe roles of Ernest Mason Satow’s (1843-1929) and Ninagawa Noritane’s
(1835-1885) rolesin the formetion of Augustus Wollaston Franks’ (1826-1897) Japanese ceramic
collection for The British Museum, particularly between the years 1875-1880. By thetime of his degth
Franks hed built up asubstantia collection of over 2200 examples of Japanese earthenware, Yoneware
and porcdain from ancient to contemporary in ashort period of intensive collecting, mostly 1875-1885.
He carefully documented the worksand sought our reference meteriasin many languagesincluding
Japanese, and even recorded the Japanese marks and inscriptions on the British Museum acquisition
accountsto the best of his abilities. He wrotetwo catdogues (1876. 1878) and a Handbook of Japanese
pottery (1880), one of thefirgt in a European language based on a Japanese (‘native’) account. But many
guestions remained unanswered asto how, where, and fromwhom did he learn about and purchese
these ceramics. Indeed, while the ceramic collection &t the British Museum is an important one for
various reasons, it has been understudied and for the mogt part unpublished.

Very recently an unknown archive of Franks’ noteson some of the ceramicsin the collection,
trandations from Jgpanese sourcesinto English by Franks’ assodiates, Japanese correspondence
regarding the purchase of certain worksand, importantly, anumber of lettersfrom Ernest Satow to
Franks has cometo light. Satow wasaBritish diplomet in Jpan from 1862 and was one of the founding
members of the Asatic Society of Japanin Y okohamain 1872. Satow’s letters dating from 1875-1880
prove paticularly ingructive in helping to undergand Franks’ involvement in Japanese ceramics and
how he became asociated with Ninegawa Noritane, ascholar, publisher and art dedler a thetimewho
never travelled to Europe. From 1869, Ninagawa hed held a series of postionsin the Japanese cabinet
and in the Minidtries of Foreign Affairs (Gaimusho) and Education (Monbusho), until he was forced to
retirein 1877 duetoiill hedlth. After that time and until his desth Ninagawa focused hisenergieson his
printing company, called Rakuko-sha, where he published hiswork on Japanese arts and archaeology,
such asthe Kanko zusetsu (An llustrated Discourse on Ancient Objects), spert time on hisart collection
and itsdisplay and on dedling in Japanese ceramics

A. W. Franksworked for 45 years a the British Museum and was gppointed Keeper from 1866-1896.
During histenure he played aformetive role in acquiring, developing and recording many of the British
Museum’s holdings,

Franks hed found through Ninagawa and Satow anew areaof material cultureto collect for the British
netion; one unfolding before his eyes and thet was, to both Europeans and Americans, very much ill
uncharted territory. Whet these newly uncovered letters and notesrevea wasthe complex relationship
between art dedersin Jgpan and their European contactsin Japan and transactions abroad. They aso
display the level of scholarship of the period and demondratethe very little lag time between
informetion in Japan being discovered and developed and its dissemination aboard in the early Meiji era



Findly the lettersreved thet the dose rdations between many of the expatriate community in Japan and
their counterparts abroad should not be ignored in an analysis of the formetion of collections of Japanese
art and the acquiring of knowledge about Jgpan inthefirg half of the Mdiji era
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